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MINUTES 

 

Planners Meeting No. 45 held on 
Friday 6 February 2015 at 10am 
Cairns Regional Council, Cairns 

 

 

ATTENDEES 

Darlene Irvine FNQROC 

Sandra McCormack FNQROC 

Tracy Haynes  LGAQ (via teleconference) 

Luke Hannan LGAQ (via teleconference) 

Robin Clark  DSDIP 

Brett Nancarrow  DSDIP 

Carl Ewin Mareeba Shire Council  

Brian Millard   Mareeba Shire Council   

Deb Wellington Cairns Regional Council  

Gary Warner Cairns Regional Council  

Courtney Penny Cairns Regional Council (student planner) 

John Harrison Cook Shire Council  

Dan O’Connor Tablelands Regional Council  

Liz Taylor  Croydon/Carpentaria/Burke Shire Councils  

Dan Horton Cassowary Coast Regional Council   

Aletta Nugent Cassowary Coast Regional Council 

Jake Morrison Cassowary Coast Regional Council  (student planner) 

 

APOLOGIES 

Heather Fardy Douglas Shire Council  

 

 

1. Welcome 
 

Darlene Irvine welcomed everyone to the meeting, which started at 10am. 
 
 

2. Update from DSDIP – Robin Clark 
 

 Robin Clark introduced Brett Nancarrow, newly appointed Principal Planning Officer 
at DSDIP Cairns, who was a former Tablelands Regional Council planning manager.   

 Until the State Government is finalised the department had no statement regarding a 
party platform. 

 If the new government did decide to proceed with the Act then the November 
enactment date is likely to be pushed out.   

 Robin said DSDIP was very keen to see councils progress their LGIPs and expected 
that timeframes be met.  She said DSDIP had sent a questionnaire to councils late 
last year to gauge how councils were progressing with their LGIPs (what the 
council’s plans were, was any assistance required, should LGIP training be provided, 
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etc) in order to assist councils to meet timeframes, but only some councils 
responded.  She would take notes today to document an understanding of this.   

 
 

3. Update from LGAQ – Tracy Haynes and Luke Hannan   
  

 Luke Hannan said LGAQ had prepared submissions on the Port Bill, and Planning 
and Development Bill.   

 He said LGAQ would provide the incoming government with briefing notes, 
highlighting the concerns and experiences with the last government.   

 He said LGAQ had strongly expressed that the July 2016 deadline for LGIPs was 
unrealistic particularly given the Local Government elections which are due in March 
2016.   

 Tracy Haynes recommended councils push forward with their LGIPs on the 
assumption there may be no extension.   

 She said councils should prioritise the LGIP over the new planning schemes 
depending on the stage of the planning scheme.   

 She said LGAQ was very concerned about how the LGIPs would be independently 
reviewed.   

 

 Integran: 
o Darlene said Douglas Shire Council had been told by Integran that the 

council’s infrastructure charges resolution had issues and potentially Douglas 
could not charge.  It is realised that a new resolution is required for 30 June 
2015 and she was interested in the cost to other councils. 
 
The fees for other councils varied between $7,000 and $15,000 
 

o Luke advised Integran was not linked to LGAQ and that councils should 
advise him if such comments were made by Integran so he could address it.   

 

 Local Government Reform: 

o Darlene advised the presentation to the Ministers roundtable in Cairns was 
scathing about Local Government planners and their complaints.  A copy of 
the presentation was sent to planners early in the year.   

o She also advised that the Department was looking at standard specifications.  
Not much has been said since.  There is concern over the lack of consultation 
on this if they are working on something as it may have an impact on the 
FNQROC Development Manual. 

o LGAQ did not know where the State was heading on standards, sceptical 
about how tangible the results will be and how to sell it to the community.   

o Robin said DSDIP had not held any discussions about standards assessment 
as yet.   

 

 Darlene asked LGAQ whether an author of a council LGIP could also be the reviewer 
if on the panel.  It was confirmed that yes they could. 

 Dan Horton asked LGAQ how long they thought the new government would take to 
assign the planning portfolio.  Luke said it would be assigned almost immediately.  
The government was waiting for the MOG to happen.  
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 Regarding land tenure reform - Luke said LGAQ had met with DSDIP in late January; 
it was still high on DNRM’s agenda and it should be finalised in the second half of 
this year. 

 

 Tracy said she had been participating on the Construction Q panel, however it was 
very heavily industry focussed and she was concerned about LGAQ’s involvement in 
that.  Issues around private certifiers were ongoing.     

 
Luke and Tracy left the meeting at 10.55am 

 

4. Actions from previous meeting 
 

Ask if DSDIP can share the final Wind 
Farm State Code with the group – Angela 
Foster/DSDIP 

Robin said the state code had not yet been 
finalised.  It was due for public consultation on 
19 January 2015 however the government 
caretaker mode had delayed this.  A lot of 
submissions were received, some of those 
resulted in changes, it has been sent to an 
independent reviewer, now seeking further 
advice on acoustic matters.   

Send copy of LGAQ’s draft 10 point plan 
to the group – Tracy Haynes/LGAQ 

Done 

Request a status update on land tenure 

reform from DNRM for the next meeting – 

Darlene Irvine/FNQROC 

Received above. 

Send a copy of submission on Land 
Reform Review to FNQROC – Tracy 
Haynes/LGAQ 

Done 

Send email from Greg Chemello about 
flood mapping not being required in 
schemes to Darlene Irvine – TRC. 

Done 

 
 

5. New Planning and Development Bill and associated statutory documents 
 

Action: FNQROC to request a copy of LGAQ’s briefing documents.  They could be 
amended to the region’s needs, focusing our issues.  These could then be given to local 
members. 
 
 

6. LGIPs – councils to advise direction forward 
 

Cairns Regional Council  
 
Deb said council had engaged Integran.  This company worked on the PIP so Integran 
already has a large amount of data so it will be more cost effective.      
 
Cassowary Coast Regional Council  
 
Aletta said the budget had not provided funds for the LGIP.  Council is looking to engage a 
consultant who can work from within the council office.  CCRC is talking with TRC which is 
taking a similar approach.   
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Cook Shire Council  
 
John said DSDIP had advised council that the planning scheme would go back before the 
minister as soon as one was appointed (same for Yarrabah).  Cook is doing an LGIP - 
consultants have been going through the PIP, the cost was not budgeted.   
 
Mareeba Shire Council 
 
Brian Millard said council hoped to appoint a consultant on 18 February 2015 to progress 
the scheme, and was of the view most of the scheme would be finalised by the end of this 
year.      
 
Tablelands Regional Council 
 
Dan O’Connor said the majority of the project would be finalised in house.  The current 
review of the PIP planning scheme was due for adoption in March.   
 
Croydon, Burke, Carpentaria Shire Councils 
 
Liz Taylor said: 

 These three councils would not do LGIPs as there levels of development did not 
warrant it. 

 Carpentaria had a draft planning scheme which had been in abeyance for many 
months since flooding in SEQ had called for flood mapping to be inserted.  
Carpentaria had a draft PIP but this could be abandoned; council was sitting and 
waiting.   

 Burke shire had a PIP.   

 Croydon did not have a PIP.   
 
Robin said DSDIP was looking at a using Murweh Shire Council’s planning scheme as a 
pilot.  It was currently going through state interest review, and once adopted it could be a 
model for other councils to use, particularly north-west and Indigenous councils.   
 
Darlene said she would advise Douglas what the other councils were doing.  Deb said 
Integran had worked with Douglas prior to the Douglas/Cairns amalgamation.   
 

7. Council Updates: 
 

 Cairns Regional Council (Deb Wellington and Gary Warner) 
o Regarding the planning scheme Deb said 6,700 submissions had been received 

of which 6,500 related to Behana Gorge.  This caused a lot of administrative 
work.  Building heights had proved to be a topic of concern.   

o Robin said she would send a fact sheet through on the communication strategy 
required under MALPI.   
 
Action: Robin will send link to factsheet on the communication strategy required 
under MALPI. 
 

o Gary Warner said 60 development applications had been received in December.  
There has been an internal departmental restructure and two senior planners will 
depart in two weeks.  A seven tower development near Cairns Central is 
underway and there is talk about constructing a pedestrian link from it to Cairns 
Central.  Also the 6,000-unit Botanica development will start at Caravonica. 
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 Tablelands Regional Council (Dan O’Connor) 
o Staff are still working on submission letters regarding the planning scheme. 

o Development Applications are steady. 

o Costa Bros are putting a further 100ha of blueberries under production by March.  
There have been associated rural workers accommodation applications.   

o With Brett Nancarrow moving to DSDIP, Peter Pattison is acting in that position. 
 

 Mareeba Shire Council (Brian Millard) 
o Eight DAs have been received so far for the year which is about average. 

o Work on the planning scheme will start on 1 March.  The plan is to continue with 
the draft TRC planning scheme in the meantime.  It is hoped the scheme will go 
before the State by the end this year.   

 

 Cook Shire Council (John Harrison) 
o Cooktown suffers from a lack of housing, which is causing problems in attracting 

workers. 

o The second Cook Shire Business Conference will be held in Cooktown from 26-
27 March.   

o DAs have been steady. 

o An application for a third stage of Christian school has been received. 

o Collins Bros banana farms has announced an expansion. 

o Lakeland Caravan Park has submitted a DA for an expansion of accommodation 
to assist in accommodating the banana farm workers. 

o An interim CEO has been appointed – Bruce Davison. 
 

 Cassowary Coast Regional Council (Aletta Nugent and Dan Horton). 
o The last half of 2014 was busy with writing submissions. 

o It is hoped the new planning minister will approve the planning scheme asap and 
that it will be in place by mid this year. 

o DA submissions have been slow however 10 were received just last week, many 
of which are for NBN towers. 

o A sale of the beleaguered Port Hinchinbrook development may be imminent. 
 

 Carpentaria, Burke and Croydon Shire Councils (Liz Taylor): 
o Nil to report, all three councils are quiet. 

 

 FNQROC (Darlene Irvine) 
o Darlene gave an update on FNQROC’s strategic directions and staff roles and 

responsibilities.   
 

8. General Business: 
 

a. Discussion led by Dan about Councils taking a loss as a result of eDA no longer 
being supported by the State.  Robin said the MYdas system will allow for this.  Deb 
said Cairns Regional Council is using a Civica package to do this. 

b. DSDIP will convene a conference call with Local Government planners once the 
ministerial cabinet is announced, before the end of March.   

c. Darlene has circulated a copy of a presentation made by Greg Chemello to Mayors 
and CEOS to the Ministers Round Table in December. 
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d. Submissions to the proposed amendments to QPP are due 20 February 2015.  
LGAQ is making a submission   
 
Action: Darlene will send a copy of LGAQ’s submission to the group. 
 

9. Next meeting dates: 
 

a. 1 May 2015, Cardwell.   
b. 7 August 2015 
c. 6 November 2015 

 
 

10. Meeting closed – 12.15pm 
 
 
 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

 

Action Responsible 
Person(s) 

FNQROC to request a copy of LGAQ’s briefing documents.  They could be 

amended to the region’s needs, focusing our issues.  These could then be 

given to local members. 

Darlene Irvine, 

FNQROC 

Circulate factsheet on the communication strategy required under MALPI.  Robin Clark, DSDIP 
(Done with minutes) 

Circulate LGAQ’s submission on proposed amendments to QPP. Darlene Irvine, 
FNQROC 

Provide a copy of the draft Wind farm State Code Robin Clark, DSDIP 

DSDIP to convene a conference call with planners once the departments 
and ministers have been announced 

Robin Clark, DSDIP 

 


